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Objectives

A Learn about characteristics of juvenile sex offenders.

A Learn about the development of sex offender registries
and SVP statutes and how these developments
potentially impact the juvenile sex offender.

A Discuss the posting of juvenile sex offender pictures and
personal data on the internet and the implications for sex
offender treatment and reintegration into the community.



Brief Overview of Juvenile
Sex Offending



Definitions

A Sex Offense: purposeful sexual contact
without consent by physical, verbal, or
other force. (APA, 1999)

A Juvenile: under the age of 18 years.



Public Health Issue

Juvenile sex offenders have been identified as
responsible for:

A ~25% of sexual assaults, to include forcible rape
& sexual assault with an object (Snyder, 2000)

A 4% of adult victims (Snyder, 2000)

A 30-50% of juvenile victims (shaw et al, 1999; Snyder, 2000)



Public Health Issue

Juvenile sex offenders have been identified as
responsible for:

A 40% of sexual assaults of victims under the age
of 6 years (Rich, 2003)

A 34% of sexual assaults of victims 7 7 11 years
old (Rich, 2003)

A 40% of sexual assaults of victims 12 1 17 years
old (Rich, 2003)



Victimizations and Arrests
United States

ARape/Sexual Assault, including verbal
threats = 17,790 of 160,270 (11.1%)

(2005 data; estimate fromO1 0 s a mp | Bureau af<Censinal Justice Statistics, DOJ, 2006)

AForcible Rape Arrests (2,104)/Sex
Offenses, except forcible rape and
prostitution, (9,293) = 11,397 (006 sate: usoos, 2007



Forcible Rape Arrests
United States, 2006

Age In years Male Female All
A 18: 850 8 858
A17: 603 7 610
A 16: 545 15 560
A 15: 427 6 433
A 13-14: 685 15 700
A 10-12: 197 6 203

A <10: 12 1 13

(USDOJ, 2007)



Sex Offenses*
United States, 2006

AqQge In years Male Female All
A 18: 2.109 312 2,421
A17: 1,773 184 1,957
A 16: 1,814 210 2,024
A 15; 1,824 244 2,068
A 13-14: 3,375 335 3,710
A 10-12: 1,349 123 1,472
A <10: 248 37 285

(*except forcible rape & prostitution; USDOJ, 2007)



Offenders



General

A Typologies are under development

AH eterogeneous  (apa, 1999; Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1999)

A Males > Females



Age
A Start offending in preteen through adolescent

years (Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1999)

A As young as 5 years old (Ryan et al, 1996)

A Generally teenaged

A Most common i 14 year old male (Rich, 2003)



Socloeconomic Status

A Not frequently addressed
A Inconsistent findings

A Low socioeconomic levels (Vinogradov et al, 1988)
A No variation from general population (Ryan et al, 1996)
A Urban more than rural (Kavoussi et al, 1988; Vinogradov et al, 1988)

A No variation from urban to rural (Ryan et al, 1996)



Psychiatric Diagnosis
Psychiatric symptoms are common

(Barbaree, 1993; Kavoussi et al, 1988; Shaw et al, 1999)

A Conduct Disorder most frequently
(Kavoussi et al, 1988; Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1993)

A Oppositional Defiant Disorder (Rich, 2003)
A Major Depressive Disorder (Shaw et al, 1993)
A Dysthymia (Shaw et al, 1993)
A ADHD (Kavoussi et al, 1988; Rich, 2003)

A PTSD (Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1993)



Soclalization

A Poor social skills often reported
(Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; Gilby et al, 1989; Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1999)

A Findings are inconsistent regarding the
relationship between social aptitude and
sexual offending



Victimization
History of victimization (Ryan et al, 1996: Shaw, 2002)
A Sexual abuse (APA, 1999; Ryan et al, 1996; Shaw et al, 1993)

A Physical abuse (APA, 1999; Ryan et al, 1996)

A Younger more likely to have been
victimized (Shaw et al, 1999)



School Performance

A Problems at school are frequently reported
(Shaw et al, 1999)
A Definitions defer
I Falling grades
I Learning disabilities
I Intelligence scores

A Independent variable or secondary to Conduct
Disorder diagnosis?

A Not consistently a discriminating factor



Family Life
A Dysfunction commonly reported

A Definitions defer and findings inconsistent
i Abuse
I Neglect
I Lack of parental supervision

A Independent or secondary to Conduct
Disorder diagnosis?



Substance Use

A No evidence for identifying EtOH/drug abuse
diagnosis consistently

A Not typically under the influence when offending

(Davis & Leitenberg, 1987)

A Difficult to objectively assess unless tested in
timely manner relative to offending



Victims



Gender

A Female > male victims overall
(Gilby et al, 1989; Ryan et al, 1996; Rich, 2003)

A Male > female when child victim
(Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; Gilby et al, 1989)



Age

A Usually younger than their offenders
(Barbaree et al, 1993; Gilby et al, 1989; Rich, 2003)

A Typical range: 31 16 years old  (ryan etal 199)

A Most under 9 years old (Shaw et al, 1999)

A As young as 6 months (Shaw et al, 1993)



Victim T Offender
Relationship

A Sex offender only - victim & offender
usually know each other

(Barbaree et al, 1993; Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; Rich, 2003)

A Sex offence + other crimes i greater
chance of stranger victim (Butler & Seto, 2002)



Offense



General

Same range of offenses as adults
(Barbaree et al, 1993)

A Non-contact

I exhibitionism

I voyeurism

I obscene phone calls
|

| stealing clothing
(Gilby et al, 1989; Rich 2003)



General

A Contact

I genital to vaginal, anal, & oral contact
(APA, 1999; Rich, 2003; Ryan et al, 1996)

I digital and object vaginal & anal penetration
(Rich, 2003)

| frottage (Rich, 2003; Ryan et al, 1996)



General

A Other

I bestiality (Gliby et al, 1989: Rich, 2003: Zolondek et al, 2002)

I child pornography
Aproduction
Apossession
Adistribution
(Rich, 2003)



Use of Force

A Claim less use than victims identify
(Davis & Leitenberg, 1987)

A Verbal coercion > physical  zolondeket al, 2002)
A Less with younger victims  (pavis & Leitenberg, 1987)

A Less likely to injure victims (Shaw et al, 1999)



Explanatory
Theories



General

A No universal explanation

A Likely varies among offenders
(heterogeneous population)

A Likely multiple factors



Victimization

AMost sex abuse victi ms
(Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1999)

A Reactive offending - younger
I Inappropriate touching
I simulated sexual act with peers
I masturbating at inappropriate times/places
|

' sexual behavior developmentally early
(Muster, 1992)

A Early victimization may lead to later offending
&and more aggressive offenses (Shaw et al, 1993)



Psychiatric Diagnosis
A No empirical evidence

A Conduct Disorder i poor impulse control
(Hunter & Becker, 1999; Kavoussi et al, 1988)

A Antisocial Personality Traits/Disorder
(Hunter & Becker, 1999; Shaw et al, 1993; Zolondek et al, 2002)



Developmental

A Poor mother-child bond (APA, 1999; Ryan et al, 1996)
A MOdeling (APA, 1999; Davis & Leitenberg, 1987)

A Conditioned response (Shaw et al, 1999)



Poor Social Ability

A Lacks empirical support

A Poor self-esteem (Davis & Leitenberg, 1987)

A Seek younger partner expecting peer to reject
them (Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; MacHovec & Wieckowski, 1992)

A EXprESSiOn of anger (Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; Ryan et al, 1996)
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Sex Offender Registries and
Sexually Violent Predator Statutes

Due to recidivism with the sex offender population,
Including juvenile sex offenders, the states and the
federal government have enacted laws to prevent
recidivism and protect the public. These laws include Sex
Offender Registries and Sexually Violent Predator
statutes.

* Bureau of Criminal Justice Statistics, U.S. Justice Department



Goals of Sex Offender Registration

1. Deter offenders from committing future crimes
(monitoring by police)

2. Provide law enforcement with and additional
Investigative tool (identify suspects with similar
crime patterns)

3. Increase public awareness and protection
(although no requirement to release
Information from registry)



Jacob Wetterling: 1978-1989



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Jacob_wetterling.jpg

Wetterling Act

A In 1989, 11 year-old Jacob Wetterling was
abducted by masked man and never found.

A His parents successfully lobbied all 50 states to
establish sex offender registries (not in public
domain), known as the Wetterling Act.

A The Federal Violent Crime Control and Law
Enforcement Act of 1994 incorporated the
Wetterling Act, requiring sex offenders registries in
all 50 states, and requiring offenders to register
their address annually for 10 years. Sexually
violent predators are required to register quarterly
for life.(1999 compliance)

A Information may be released to the public



July 31, 1994: Hamilton, N.J
Murdered giri found

Meghan Kanka, 7
her body was found yesterday

| Approximate site
—~1 where girl's body
was found

Seven-year-oid ‘
girl disappeared
from Barbara Lee

Drive \

HAMILTON

Times graphic by Laura Sommenville

Neighbor
arrested

By RAYMOND HENNESSEY

Staft Writer

HAMILTON — The body of a 7-
year-old girl who disappeared from
her home Friday night was found in
Mercer County Park last night and a
neighbor with a prior conviction for
sexual assault was being held for her
murder, officials said.

The body of Meghan Kanka was
found in a weeded area next to a
portable toilet on the West Windsor
side of the park by township police,
ending one of the largest manhunts
in county history, said Mercer Coun-
ty Prosecutor Maryann K. Ble-
lamowicz.

“We have discovered the body of
Meghan Kanka after a tremendous
effort,” Bielamowicz said last night.
“We're awaiting the arrival of the
FBI from Washington (to process ev-
idence at the scene).”

Jesse K. Timmendequas, 33, who
lives across the street from the
Kanka home on Barbara Lee Drive,
was arrested after spending most of
yesterday at police hezdquarters be-
ing questioned by Sgt. Chuck Stan-
ley, Bielamowicz and police said.

Timmendequas was the last per-
son to see Meghan alive, police

Staff photo by Nik Habicht

Police work under a tent in the West Windsor portion of Mercer County Park, where it was erected yesterday
over the body of 7-year-old Meghan Kanka, in order to preserve the crime scene in case of rain

sources said. Meghan had ap-
proached Timmendequas, who was
cleaning a boat outside of his home
and that was the last time anyone
saw her, neighbors and police said
Chrissy Foster, 17, who lives next
door to Timmendequas, said that
her Byear-old sister was riding her
bicycle with Meghan all day Friday.
“They were playing right in the
driveway,"” Foster said, adding she

last saw Meghan asking Timmende-
quas about his boat while he was
washing it early Friday evening.

Police and volunteers began
searching the area around the
Kanka home immediately after she
was reported missing around 8 p.m.
Friday.

ACCORDING TO police, officers
had obtained the owner's consent to

search the cabin cruiser, called
“Sunsation.” Evidence technicians
vacuumed hair and fiber from the
inside of the boat, and held several
seat cushions and parts of clothing
as evidence -

After the search of the boat, Tifh
mendequas and two other room

« see MURDER, A



http://www-ec.njit.edu/~newrev/v2s3/elli/_vti_bin/shtml.exe/news.htm/map

Meganos Law

A Named after 7 year-old Megan Nichole Kanka

A1994: in N.J. l ured wi't
home, subsequently brutally raped and murdered
by 2 time convicted sex offender (history of sex
assaults on a 5 and 7 year-old)

AMay 1996 : federal | aw
aw, amending the Wetterling Act, based on N.J.
aw

A Requires that all 50 statesii Sh a | | rel e a
Il nf ormati on as necessary
_aw did not mandate active community

notification, 31 states notify on case by case basis




Meganos Law

A While N.J. requires active notification,
state laws do not mandate such actions

ABef ore Meganods | aw,
mandatory sex offender registries

A There is no federal requirement to register
juvenile sex offenders

A Currently 38 states register juveniles
convicted of a sex offense

NS



Jesse Timmendequas



Pam Lychner




Pam Lychner Act

A Amendment to the Wetterling Act, passed in
1996, that requires offenders convicted of an
aggravated sex offense or multiple registerable
offenses to be subject to lifetime registration.

A Requires the Attorney General to establish a
national database at the FBI to track the
whereabouts and movements of certain
convicted sex offenders under Title 42 of the

United States Code Section 14072, must comply
by October 2001.
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1998:. Congress passes amendments to the
Wetterling Act requiring states to participate in
the National Sex Offender Registry (NSOR),
which Is to be maintained by the Federal
Bureau of Investigation (FBI).



States Registering Juveniles (38)
Without Restrictions



