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Objectives

ÅLearn about characteristics of juvenile sex offenders.

ÅLearn about the development of sex offender registries 
and SVP statutes and how these developments 
potentially impact the juvenile sex offender.

ÅDiscuss the posting of juvenile sex offender pictures and 
personal data on the internet and the implications for sex 
offender treatment and reintegration into the community.



Brief Overview of Juvenile 

Sex Offending



Definitions

ÅSex Offense: purposeful sexual contact 

without consent by physical, verbal, or 

other force.  (APA, 1999)

ÅJuvenile: under the age of 18 years.



Public Health Issue

Juvenile sex offenders have been identified as

responsible for:

Å~25% of sexual assaults, to include forcible rape 

& sexual assault with an object             (Snyder, 2000)

Å4% of adult victims                                (Snyder, 2000)

Å30-50% of juvenile victims  (Shaw et al, 1999; Snyder, 2000)



Public Health Issue

Juvenile sex offenders have been identified as

responsible for:

Å40% of sexual assaults of victims under the age 
of 6 years                                                (Rich, 2003)

Å34% of sexual assaults of victims 7 ï11 years 
old                                                           (Rich, 2003)

Å40% of sexual assaults of victims 12 ï17 years 
old                                                           (Rich, 2003)



Victimizations and Arrests

United States

ÅRape/Sexual Assault, including verbal 

threats = 17,790 of 160,270 (11.1%)
(2005 data; estimate from Ó10 sample cases; Bureau of Criminal Justice Statistics, DOJ, 2006)

ÅForcible Rape Arrests (2,104)/Sex  

Offenses, except forcible rape and 

prostitution, (9,293) = 11,397 (2006 data; USDOJ, 2007)



Forcible Rape Arrests

United States, 2006

Age in years Male Female All

Å18:  850 8 858

Å17:  603 7 610

Å16:  545 15 560

Å15:  427 6 433

Å13-14: 685 15 700

Å10-12: 197 6 203

Å<10: 12 1 13
(USDOJ, 2007)



Sex Offenses* 

United States, 2006

Age in years Male  Female All

Å18:  2,109 312 2,421

Å17:  1,773 184 1,957

Å16:  1,814 210 2,024

Å15:  1,824 244 2,068

Å13-14: 3,375 335 3,710

Å10-12: 1,349 123 1,472

Å<10: 248 37 285
(*except forcible rape & prostitution; USDOJ, 2007)



Offenders



General

ÅTypologies are under development

ÅHeterogeneous (APA, 1999; Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1999)

ÅMales > Females



Age

ÅStart offending in preteen through adolescent 
years                                      (Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1999)

ÅAs young as 5 years old                      (Ryan et al, 1996)

ÅGenerally teenaged

ÅMost common ï14 year old male           (Rich, 2003)



Socioeconomic Status

ÅNot frequently addressed

ÅInconsistent findings

ÅLow socioeconomic levels                       (Vinogradov et al, 1988)

ÅNo variation from general population  (Ryan et al, 1996)

ÅUrban more than rural (Kavoussi et al, 1988; Vinogradov et al, 1988)

ÅNo variation from urban to rural           (Ryan et al, 1996)



Psychiatric Diagnosis

Psychiatric symptoms are common 
(Barbaree, 1993; Kavoussi et al, 1988; Shaw et al, 1999)

Å Conduct Disorder most frequently
(Kavoussi et al, 1988; Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1993)

Å Oppositional Defiant Disorder                                              (Rich, 2003)

Å Major Depressive Disorder (Shaw et al, 1993)

Å Dysthymia (Shaw et al, 1993)

Å ADHD                                                        (Kavoussi et al, 1988; Rich, 2003)

Å PTSD (Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1993)



Socialization

ÅPoor social skills often reported 
(Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; Gilby et al, 1989; Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1999)

ÅFindings are inconsistent regarding the 

relationship between social aptitude and 

sexual offending



Victimization

History of victimization (Ryan et al, 1996; Shaw, 2002) 

ÅSexual abuse    (APA, 1999; Ryan et al, 1996; Shaw et al, 1993)

ÅPhysical abuse                 (APA, 1999; Ryan et al, 1996)

ÅYounger more likely to have been 

victimized (Shaw et al, 1999)



School Performance

ÅProblems at school are frequently reported                  
(Shaw et al, 1999)

ÅDefinitions defer
ïFailing grades

ïLearning disabilities

ïIntelligence scores

ÅIndependent variable or secondary to Conduct 
Disorder diagnosis?

ÅNot consistently a discriminating factor



Family Life

ÅDysfunction commonly reported

ÅDefinitions defer and findings inconsistent

ïAbuse

ïNeglect

ïLack of parental supervision

ÅIndependent or secondary to Conduct 
Disorder diagnosis?



Substance Use

ÅNo evidence for identifying EtOH/drug abuse 

diagnosis consistently

ÅNot typically under the influence when offending

(Davis & Leitenberg, 1987)

ÅDifficult to objectively assess unless tested in 

timely manner relative to offending



Victims



Gender

ÅFemale > male victims overall
(Gilby et al, 1989; Ryan et al, 1996; Rich, 2003)

ÅMale > female when child victim
(Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; Gilby et al, 1989)



Age

ÅUsually younger than their offenders
(Barbaree et al, 1993; Gilby et al, 1989; Rich, 2003)

ÅTypical range: 3 ï16 years old   (Ryan et al 1996)

ÅMost under 9 years old (Shaw et al, 1999)

ÅAs young as 6 months (Shaw et al, 1993)



Victim ïOffender 

Relationship

ÅSex offender only - victim & offender 

usually know each other

(Barbaree et al, 1993; Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; Rich, 2003)

ÅSex offence + other crimes ïgreater 

chance of stranger victim        (Butler & Seto, 2002)



Offense



General

Same range of offenses as adults
(Barbaree et al, 1993) 

ÅNon-contact
ïexhibitionism

ïvoyeurism

ïobscene phone calls

ïstealing clothing
(Gilby et al, 1989; Rich 2003)



General

ÅContact

ïgenital to vaginal, anal, & oral contact

(APA, 1999; Rich, 2003; Ryan et al, 1996)

ïdigital and object vaginal & anal penetration 
(Rich, 2003)

ïfrottage (Rich, 2003; Ryan et al, 1996)



General

ÅOther

ïbestiality       (Gliby et al, 1989; Rich, 2003; Zolondek et al, 2002)

ïchild pornography 

Åproduction

Åpossession

Ådistribution

(Rich, 2003)



Use of Force

ÅClaim less use than victims identify 
(Davis & Leitenberg, 1987)

ÅVerbal coercion > physical      (Zolondek et al, 2002)

ÅLess with younger victims   (Davis & Leitenberg, 1987)

ÅLess likely to injure victims         (Shaw et al, 1999)



Explanatory 

Theories



General

ÅNo universal explanation

ÅLikely varies among offenders 

(heterogeneous population)

ÅLikely multiple factors



Victimization

ÅMost sex abuse victims donôt sexually offend
(Rich, 2003; Shaw et al, 1999)

ÅReactive offending - younger
ïinappropriate touching

ïsimulated sexual act with peers

ïmasturbating at inappropriate times/places

ïsexual behavior developmentally early
(Muster, 1992)

ÅEarly victimization may lead to later offending 
&and more aggressive offenses        (Shaw et al, 1993)



Psychiatric Diagnosis

ÅNo empirical evidence

ÅConduct Disorder ïpoor impulse control   
(Hunter & Becker, 1999; Kavoussi et al, 1988)

ÅAntisocial Personality Traits/Disorder 
(Hunter & Becker, 1999; Shaw et al, 1993; Zolondek et al, 2002)



Developmental

ÅPoor mother-child bond   (APA, 1999; Ryan et al, 1996)

ÅModeling                  (APA, 1999; Davis & Leitenberg, 1987)

ÅConditioned response                (Shaw et al, 1999)



Poor Social Ability

ÅLacks empirical support

ÅPoor self-esteem                         (Davis & Leitenberg, 1987)

ÅSeek younger partner expecting peer to reject 

them              (Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; MacHovec & Wieckowski, 1992)

ÅExpression of anger     (Davis & Leitenberg, 1987; Ryan et al, 1996)
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Due to recidivism with the sex offender population, 

including juvenile sex offenders, the states and the 

federal government have enacted laws to prevent 

recidivism and protect the public.  These laws include Sex 

Offender Registries and Sexually Violent Predator

statutes.

* Bureau of Criminal Justice Statistics, U.S. Justice Department

Sex Offender Registries and 

Sexually Violent Predator Statutes



Goals of Sex Offender Registration

1. Deter offenders from committing future crimes 
(monitoring by police)

2. Provide law enforcement with and additional 
investigative tool (identify suspects with similar 
crime patterns)

3. Increase public awareness and protection 
(although no requirement to release 
information from registry)



Jacob Wetterling: 1978-1989

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Jacob_wetterling.jpg


Wetterling Act
ÅIn 1989, 11 year-old Jacob Wetterling was 

abducted by masked man and never found.

ÅHis parents successfully lobbied all 50 states to 
establish sex offender registries (not in public 
domain), known as the Wetterling Act.

ÅThe Federal Violent Crime Control and Law 
Enforcement Act of 1994 incorporated the 
Wetterling Act, requiring sex offenders registries in 
all 50 states, and requiring offenders to register 
their address annually for 10 years. Sexually 
violent predators are required to register quarterly 
for life.(1999 compliance)

ÅInformation may be released to the public



July 31, 1994: Hamilton, N.J.

http://www-ec.njit.edu/~newrev/v2s3/elli/_vti_bin/shtml.exe/news.htm/map


Meganôs Law

ÅNamed after 7 year-old Megan Nichole Kanka 

Å1994: in N.J., lured with puppy to neighborôs 
home, subsequently brutally raped and murdered 
by 2 time convicted sex offender (history of sex 
assaults on a 5 and 7 year-old)

ÅMay 1996:  federal law passed known as Meganôs 
law, amending the Wetterling Act, based on N.J. 
law

ÅRequires that all 50 states ñShall release relevant 
information as necessary to protect the publicò.  
Law did not mandate active community 
notification, 31 states notify on case by case basis



Meganôs Law (contôd)

ÅWhile N.J. requires active notification, 

state laws do not mandate such actions

ÅBefore Meganôs law, 21 states had 

mandatory sex offender registries

ÅThere is no federal requirement to register 

juvenile sex offenders

ÅCurrently 38 states register juveniles 

convicted of a sex offense



Jesse Timmendequas 



Pam Lychner



Pam Lychner Act

ÅAmendment to the Wetterling Act, passed in 
1996,  that requires offenders convicted of an 
aggravated sex offense or multiple registerable 
offenses to be subject to lifetime registration. 

ÅRequires the Attorney General to establish a 
national database at the FBI to track the 
whereabouts and movements of certain 
convicted sex offenders under Title 42 of the 
United States Code Section 14072, must comply 
by October 2001.



1998:  Congress passes amendments to the 

Wetterling Act requiring states to participate in 

the National Sex Offender Registry (NSOR), 

which is to be maintained by the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI).



States Registering Juveniles (38) 

Without Restrictions 


